Dear Parents:

I wanted to take a moment and make sure you are aware of some important things for your child in my class. 
Binders
4th grade is a big year for continuing to build responsibility in students.  However, I still feel it is important for parents to have an active role in their child’s day to day school requirements.  Your child will be responsible for bringing his binder home each night.  Please take a few minutes to look through the binder and check for any notes or papers that are sent home.  This is my way of letting you know about tests, homework, school events, etc.  If you need to send a note or anything to me, please send it in the front pocket of your child’s binder. It is their responsibility to take it out and give it to me the following day. Please do not remove papers from the folder. Let this be your child’s responsibility. He/she knows what they need to return and what can be thrown away. 
Reading

Reading instruction will focus on teaching students to annotate and question as they read to help build comprehension. I will use a variety of sources to help students master all skills required in fourth grade. Please keep in mind that if your child is absent, they will be missing valuable instruction. Most things are not something that can be “copied and sent home”. I will send home what I can, but it’s simply not possible to send home one on one instruction. 
Reading Grades

1. Students will take a reading test for each story.  This will be worth 100 points. Please make sure your child studies the vocabulary words and reads the story passage each week in addition to reading the story in their reading book. 
2. Students will also take a Fresh Read Assessment for each story. It tests the students on the comprehension skill that we work on. The fresh read will be worth 50 points. We will begin working on these this week. 
3. Students will complete an online vocabulary assignment. This is on the pearson realize website. This is made up of games and activities to help your child learn the story vocabulary words for that week. This will be worth 100 points. The activities show your child how many answers they have correct. He/she can redo an activity as many times as needed prior to turning it in. There is no reason for your child to have a low score on this activity each week. 
4. Students will also receive a grade on some of their station work. Station work will be given a point value determined by the number of questions on the assignment. Example: an assignment with 10 questions will be worth 10 points, 20 questions will be worth 20 points, etc.  
5. Students will complete a variety of review sheets and other activities in class with teacher guidance. These pages will not be given a grade for the grade book. This work is simply practice to help prepare your child for the test each week and to help build their fluency and comprehension skills. 
Language grades

1. There will be a language test for each skill. It will test skills that we have worked on every day in class. 

2. Language homework will only be given as needed or if your child has work they did not complete in class. 
Science grades
· Science grades will come from the notebook that your child keeps in class, group activities, written assignments, quizzes, etc. A lot of the science is based on hands on activities that your child must be in class to participate in. 
Spelling

We will work on spelling in class every day.  Your child will have 25 spelling words each week. Your child has a list of these words in their binder. Please make sure you help your child to study the words each night during the week. 
Spelling grades

· Spelling tests are worth 100 points each. The test is taken online. Your child has the opportunity to take a practice test daily (can also be done at home) on spellingcity.com
· There will occasionally be class assignments and homework assignments that I grade in spelling. These will be graded by points based on the number of questions. 

Homework

I know that all of us lead very busy lives and sometimes it is difficult to have time to sit down and work on homework. However, I feel it is necessary to occasionally assign homework in some areas to help students have a better understanding of the concepts that we are working on in class.  I do ask that your child read nightly. 15-20 minutes spent on the reading story/passage will help improve their reading ability tremendously. If your child is coming home every night with mounds of homework, that is a good sign that your child is not completing their class work in a timely manner. If you become concerned about how long your child is taking to do work at home, please contact me so that we can discuss the matter. 
Graded papers

I will send a folder home each week on Wednesday with your child. Inside will be any graded work that we have done. Please leave all pages inside the folder, sign the form on the outside, and return to me the following day. 
I am looking forward to a great year.  If you have questions or concerns at any time please feel free to call me at school (587-6561) or email me (saintr@jacksonk12.org).

Thank you,

Ms. Saint

